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ABOUT US - THE  WORCESTER CIVIC SOCIETY
Worcester Civic Society, founded in 1959, was born out of the 
1950s’ recognition of the threat to the historic fabric of our cities 
and towns, in the wake of wartime devastation and the frenetic 
e�orts to repair its damage and modernise the urban landscape.

In the last 60 years, we have come to see the historic 
environment as more and more important. In Worcester, despite 
the ravages of the 1970s, we still have a wealth of important 
buildings in the city’s historic core and beyond. The need for the

Society to work with the City and 
County Councils to ensure that the 
best is made of this inheritance 
remains as important as ever.

For more information visit:
www.worcestercivicsociety.org.uk 

What is the Blue Plaque Scheme? 
The Blue Plaque Scheme commemorates eminent 
people who have had an association with Worcester. 
There are currently 10 plaques located around the city.

THE BLUE PLAQUE SCHEME

1. GODFREY BROWN
Olympic athlete in 1936, gold & silver medalist.

2. ALICE OTTLEY
Educational pioneer and �rst headmistress of Worcester 
High School for Girls. 

3. DR. JOHN WALL
Founder of Worcester In�rmary 1746. Founder of 
Worcester Porcelain 1751.

4. JOHN PERRINS
Master Gun Maker of Worcester.

5. R.E. (TIP) FOSTER
Played cricket for Worcestershire. He was the only man 
to captain England at cricket and football. 

6. THOMAS TOMKINS
Organist at the Cathedral.

7. BENJAMIN WILLIAMS LEADER
English landscape artist.

8. SIR EDWARD ELGAR
Composer. Became Birmingham University’s �rst 
professor of music in 1905.

9. hannah snell
Britain’s famous female soldier.

10. GEOFFREY STUDDERT KENNEDY
Vicar of St Paul’s Church WWI chaplain, known as 
Woodbine Willie.

THE CITY GATE PLAQUE SCHEME

1. Worcester city walls St Clement’s Gate
This minor gate led to a causeway and the city’s 
common meadow at Pitchcroft.

2. Worcester city walls foregate 
The Foregate was �rst recorded in a document in 1182. 
This was the main gate on the north side of the city.

3. TRINITY GATE
Trinity Gate was a postern gate leading from the city 
towards the industrial suburb of Lowesmoor. The �rst 
known reference was in 1540.

4. ST MARTIN’S GATE
St Martin’s Gate was probably the largest of Worcester’s 
medieval gates and was also known as the East gate. It 
was �rst recorded in the reign of Henry II (1154-1189).

5. Worcester city walls Friars Gate
The Franciscan friars (Greyfriars) gained permission in 
1231 to build a private postern gate to bring in �rewood. 

6. Worcester city walls Sidbury gate
Sidbury Gate was one of the main city gates. It guarded 
the roads to London and Gloucester. It was built before 
1197 and demolished by public subscription in 1768.

7. Worcester city walls Frog Gate
Frog Gate was a minor postern gate leading to a mill in 
the castle ditch. The wet ditch here was fed by the Frog 
Brook. The gate was �rst recorded in 1467.

8. BRIDGE GATE
Bridge Gate was an important part of the city’s defenses 
in the Civil War. It was re-built in stone 1313-28.

What is the City Gate Plaque Scheme? 
The City Gate Plaque Scheme commemorates the 
medieval gates around Worcester. The plaques bring to 
wider attention Worcester’s rich history as a Civil War City.

9. PRESIDENTS PLAQUE

On 8th April 1786, John Adams and Thomas Je�erson – 
the future second and third Presidents of the USA - dined 
in the old Hop Pole Inn, which is the adjoining building.

1. CATHEDRAL
The Cathedral  was founded in 680 by Tatwine, 
a Northumbrian priest who became the �rst 
Bishop. It has a famous crypt, Gothic chapter-
house, central tower and �ne wood work.

The Royal Grammar School Worcester was 
founded before 1291. It is one of the oldest 
British independent day schools.  

2. RGS HIGH SCHOOL

Greyfriars was built in 1480. It became a home 
to wealthy families up until the 17th century. 

3. GREYFRIARS

The Guildhall was built in 1721. The building 
held the administrative centre and the civil and 
assize courts for the county of Worcestershire. 

4. GUILDHALL

The Worcester City Art Gallery & Museum was 
founded in 1833 and claims to be one of the 
oldest regional museums in the country. 

5. ART GALLERY & MUSEUM

The house was built in 1570. It is named after 
a reputed visit by Queen Elizabeth I in 1575, 
when she watched the sports from the gallery.

6. QUEEN ELIZABETH HOUSE

In 1692, Robert Berkeley endowed this house to 
provide accommodation for 12 poor men. 

7. BERKEley ALMSHOUSES

Foregate Rail Bridge was built in 1860 when 
the Worcester and Hereford Railway became 
part of the Great Western Railway.

8. FOREGATE RAIL BRIDGE

The timber building was erected around 1520, 
although foundation stones in the cellar date 
from the early Medieval period.

10. TUDOR HOUSE

The Commandery is famous for its role in the Civil 
War, when it was used by Charles II as his head- 
quarters before the Battle of Worcester in 1651.

9. the commandery

historical buildings and
places of interest

Fort Royal Park is of critical historical signi�cance 
to the city, as the site of the 1651 Battle of 
Worcester, the �nal battle of the English Civil War.

11. FORT ROYAL PARK


