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In the last few months we have had the latest version of the Worcester
Master Plan, another one to add to my collection of seven previous plans.
We have three teams of members reviewing the plan and making our views
known to the Council. We met in mid-August and it is apparent that the plan
is little more than aspirational. A lot of the ideas in the plan are impractical
and could never be achieved.
On 15th July we presented the Professor Michael Clarke Award for the
second year. There is an article and photograph elsewhere in the Newsletter.
th

Worcester Civic Society
List of officers 2019

On 14 August we had a visit by the Wells Civic Society following our visit
to them last year. Although, because of the roadworks, their trip was cut
short, we had a very nice letter saying they had very much enjoyed their
visit, which was down to David Saunders and Stephen Inman.
We are again struggling to put together a programme for next year. We need
to get this finalised before the AGM in November. Currently we have some
ideas, but if any of you have any suggestions for talks or visits, please let
me know.
More important is the question of our website. The original idea was that it
was designed so that members of our Executive could update the areas they
were responsible for, but this did not work. We are faced with a number of
options: firstly, we pay for someone to maintain our site, which will be
expensive. Secondly, we find someone who will design and maintain our
site for us, and thirdly, we do without a website. If any of you know of
someone who would be interested in taking on this role, please let me know.
th

President: David Birtwhistle
Vice-President: Stephen Inman
Chairman: Phil Douce
Vice-Chairman: David Hallmark

Finally, please support our events, in particular our 60 Anniversary
Conference on 12th October in St Helen's Church in Fish Street. We have
some excellent speakers, and the idea is that you come to those sessions that
interest you. It is all free, so please tell all your friends. I look forward to
seeing you there.

Hon Treasurer: Stephen Inman

Phil Douce
Chairman

Hon Secretary: John Wickson
Membership Secretary: Michael McCurdy
Publicity Officer: Sandra Taylor
Chair of Planning Panel: Dr. Heather Barrett
Chair of Projects Panel: William Edmondson
Chairs of Programme Panel: David Saunders
Stephen Inman
Newsletter Editor: Cathy Broad

Membership:
p

Individual Membership
Family Membership
Corporate Memberhip
Student Membership

£20
£30
£50
£5

Cheques should be made payable to Worcester Civic Society
1

To Mr Michael McCurdy
56 Camp Hill Road, Worcester WR5 2HG
p

www.worcestercivicsociety.org.uk
2 Worcester Civic Society Newsletter

You can contact Michael on:- 01905 353438
or at:- wrcivicsocietymem@yahoo.com

Worcester Civic Society
2005-2010: A personal view
I was appointed Vice Principal at University College,
Worcester in September 2003, with a remit to achieve
University status (awarded, 2005), revitalise the course
portfolio and raise the profile in the City and beyond.
Established as an Emergency Teacher Training College in
1946, it had maintained a good reputation nationally but its
profile was relatively poor locally. So my early years in
Worcester focused on being an ambassador, meeting people
from all walks of life and business in the City and the
County and trying to highlight the value of Worcester
becoming a University as well as a Cathedral City.
In 2005, Professor Michael Clarke, then President of
Worcester Civic Society, invited me to become the new
Chair of the Society. I accepted happily, hoping that,
alongside my University role, I might help to restore the
Society's dynamism of earlier years. I found a Society
somewhat in the doldrums, with a small but loyal
membership and a much reduced committee. It was looking
for fresh ideas and momentum, but was without a Chair,
Treasurer or Secretary. One of my first tasks was to find the
latter, happily filled in 2006 by John Wickson, who has
continued in the position to this day.
Looking back over my five years as Chair from 2005-2010,
whilst acknowledging that progress was often slow, a
number of achievements particularly please me:
re-establishing quarterly meetings with the City Council
Chief Executive and senior planning officers, enabling the
Society to be engaged in a range of planning and
development issues; building a stronger, engaged
committee, whilst retaining core members; a focus on
membership growth, with a more regular programme of
events, a refreshed Newsletter, a monthly column in the
Worcester News; initiating a new Blue Plaque scheme,
celebrating individuals rather than events or buildings, and
using the standard English Heritage design; raising the
profile of the Society, in partnership with the City Council,
the Cathedral, the University and local businesses and
communities. Discussion about the Society's role
underpinned this, with a strong focus on being more
forward- rather than backward-looking.

University's City Campus; the selection of designs for the
Public and University library (the Hive); developments,
amongst others, at the Royal Worcester Porcelain site,
Diglis Basin, and the Riverside; restructuring of the City
and County Museums service; the City Masterplan
Visioning Exercise, the Regional Spatial Strategy and the
Local Development Framework Exercise.
We found some formidable new and active committee
members, including Les West, as Membership Secretary,
Pat Finch, then Chris Mayfield as Treasurer, Michael
McCurdy, Stephen Inman and Phil Douce. They worked
alongside stalwarts, Dr Heather Barrett, Richard Lockett
and Chris Guy, with Professor Michael Clarke as the
redoubtable President throughout.
I was happy to hand over to my successor, Stephen Inman,
in 2010. He and his successor, Phil Douce, continued, with
a strong committee, to develop the Society in new, more
dynamic ways, to create an engaged and respected Civic
Society and a critical friend within the City. I wish the
Society continuing success.

Professor Judith Elkin
Chair, 2005-2010

The years between 2005 and 2010 was a period of
considerable growth and change in the City. The Society
was actively involved in a range of significant
developments: the appointment of architects for the
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FREEDOM
OF
ST PAUL’S
WAR MEMORIAL
THE CITY OF
WORCESTER
This is the ninth of a series of articles about the various people
and organisations who have received the Freedom of the City.
Stanley Baldwin became Prime Minister for the first time
in May 1923. Worcester City Council was so thrilled that a
Worcestershire-born man had made it to the top job that it
lost no time in conferring upon him the Freedom of the
City. Though he had been a well-known politician for
many years, Worcester had known of his talents before he
became an MP, as noted in the report of the Freedom
ceremony published in Berrow's Worcester Journal on
November 10, 1923.
Baldwin was born in Bewdley in 1867, and joined the
family iron-making firm. His father was MP for West
Worcestershire, and on his death in 1908 Baldwin was
elected unopposed to replace him. He rose steadily
through the ranks, filling the positions of Privy Councillor,
President of the Board of Trade and Chancellor of the
Exchequer before the resignation of Andrew Bonar Law
propelled him into Downing Street.
The Freedom ceremony was held on 7 November 1923.
Baldwin arrived at Shrub Hill station at 11.39 am, to be
met by the Mayor, and escorted through the 'High Street
crowded with spectators' to the Guildhall where there was
'the usual battery of Press photographers and film men'.
Those invited to the celebration included members of the
Cabinet, county society, City Councillors, magistrates, and
officials from the Cathedral, the military and the
Corporation.
In his opening speech, the Mayor listed all those who had
been given the Freedom of the City that century, and said
that it was 'a company that we are not ashamed to ask our
distinguished guest of to-day to join, whilst assuring him
that we consider that it is the greatest honour that has been
done the City when the Prime Minister of the country
deigns to accept our Honorary Freemanship.’
The Mayor then went through the details of Baldwin's
career, ending 'I think the particular characteristics
necessary to-day are great personality, strength of
character and supreme honesty of purpose', before
formally asking Baldwin to accept the honour. The Town
Clerk administered the oath and read the admission, which
noted that the honour was given 'in recognition of the
distinguished position in the Government of the Country
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which his
eminent national
services have so
justly earned.'
The Prime
Minister signed
the roll, the Earl
of Coventry
welcomed him to
the Freemen, and
Baldwin
responded with
an acceptance
speech in which
he said that to
Portrait by Reginald Greville Eves
receive such an
honour was highly prized because 'it was a message of
sympathy and encouragement from all those who knew
one best', and was 'exactly the kind of encouragement that
a man needs when he had to perform such a task as his'.
Luncheon followed, with more speeches and then the
company proceeded to the Shire Hall, where Baldwin
opened a bazaar to raise funds for the Cricket Club.
As per the usual practice, the document conferring the
Freedom was presented in a richly ornamented casket,
made by J.W. Cassidy, a watchmaker with a shop at 64
High Street. The article in Berrows gives a very fulsome
description. 'It is finely gilt, oblong in form, and divided
into panels and suitably ornamented with Corinthian
acanthus decoration. On the front are panels giving
pictures of the Cathedral and the Guildhall, executed in
best enamels, and the Premier's initials “S.B.” introduced.
Upon a plate on the plinth are inscribed the words “City of
Worcester. The Right Hon. Stanley Baldwin, M.P.,
Honorary Freeman, 7th Nov. 1923. Arthur Carlton, Mayor”.
On the borders appear the words “City of Worcester”,
effectively emblazoned, and the City Arms, again in
enamels, are on the lid. The inside is lined with cedar

wood, and the casket is mounted on an ebonized plinth.’
Two months later Baldwin was no longer Prime Minister,
having lost an election in December 1923. By November
1924 he was in office again, and this tenure lasted until
June 1929. The social reforms made by his government
included industrial conciliation, unemployment insurance,
pensions, slum clearance, increased private housing,
maternal welfare and childcare, but this period was
blighted by the General Strike of 1926.
Baldwin's third term as Prime Minister, from June 1935 to
May 1937, is best known as the period of the Abdication
crisis. Edward VIII insisted that the matter be settled
between him and Baldwin alone, and Baldwin handled all
the negotiations between the King, the Cabinet and the
heads of the Empire nations. While this episode resounds
to Baldwin's glory, during this time he was also faced with

threats to democracy from rising dictators in Spain and
Germany. Baldwin's reluctance to rearm Britain meant that
the country was not as prepared as it should have been
when the Second World War started, even though war had
been inevitable for some time. This hesitation on his part
has somewhat dimmed his reputation.
Baldwin retired in 1937, was knighted and then created
Earl Baldwin of Bewdley. He died at his home near
Stourport in 1947 and was buried in Worcester Cathedral.

Cathy Broad

Michael Clarke Awards 2019
On Monday 15th July, this year's Michael Clarke Award was presented at the Worcester Sixth Form College.
This was the second year we have made the award and was chosen from four entries submitted by Matt Hall,
who selected the finalists from the top extended projects submitted by the students this Year. All the entries
were adjudged as A*.The entries were reviewed by a panel from the Civic Society members and John Tredwell
who was a former Headmaster at the Sixth Form.The four entries had a wide range of subjects including
Mindfulness Zine, Mind Block and the winning project on Ibsen Plays and Women's Roles by Mia Stevens.

The photograph shows the cup being presented to Mia Stevens by our President, David Birtwhistle.
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REMINISCENCES OF WORCESTER CIVIC SOCIETY 1976-1990
My reminiscences begin when Gillie and I moved to Worcester in 1971, joining the Civic Society and the Committee in 1974 with
some other recent immigrants as a reaction to the Society's relevant spokes-person having supported an application to demolish one of
the City's oldest buildings in St. John's. Lost memory dictates that my further recollection of Society business relies on the bi-monthly
newsletters that were for a few years printed in our cellar and collated by a posse of adults and children circulating round a ping-pong
table, the final staple being a reserved adult occupation. The newsletters were illustrated principally by Martin and Nico Baines. Hand
delivery was done by another team. Chris Bennett firstly, and then Gaye Hardiman were the editors over for the whole of the period
recalled here, which is set by the run of newsletters which I still have.
The City set up a Planning Advisory Panel in 1975 which had been renamed as the Conservation Advisory Committee by 1978. It has
changed its name recently and is now the Conservation Advisory Panel. It was until relatively recently that the Society's Technical
Panel and CAAC met separately to comment on applications affecting Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas. I chaired the
Technical Panel briefly before succeeding Nicholas Worsley as Chairman in 1978 so that he could lead the fight to save the
Huntington Chapel. Society membership meanwhile had grown to 400. After only two years, due to a job change, I went back to the
Technical Panel and Bob Durrant took over for the first of his two stints as Chairman. Chris Pancheri chaired the TP until 1985 when
he was succeeded by Nicholas Molyneux until 1990. The Newsletters are full of meaty matters and expert consideration by them and
other Society members. There were six other panels in 1976 chaired by: Malcolm Nixon (Planning Advisory Panel dealing with larger
issues), Martin Baines (Traffic Panel), Mrs F.M. Holloway (Amenity Panel), James Buxton (Activities Panel), H.E. Warters
(Programme Panel) and Freddie Grice (Kilvert Diary expert) (Membership). The Panels have changed in number, name and job
description over the years but continue essentially to cover the same ground.
It is interesting to note what was “in the air” in 1976: the City Walls Road, a Park and Ride scheme, and a Survey of Empty
Buildings, the latter both Society projects. The Survey by Nico Baines and team was completed only in 1989. A Traffic Report
produced by the City in 1976 scouted the idea of widening Bridge Street by demolishing the Georgian buildings on either side of it!
This was perhaps a faint echo of the 1948 Minoprio Plan which adopted a boulevarded new town approach. City Centre Plans which
consider new bridges and raised up-roads overarching the east bank to land near the City Walls Road are back to the 70s in planning
terms.A particular building threatened with damaging alterations to make it suitable for commercial use was 61 Broad Street, “the Old
Synagogue”. The defence campaign began with a survey by Jeffrey Haworth (I held the other end of the tape measure) and a Report
which Jeffrey Howarth and Nicholas Worsley used to stimulate interest from national bodies such as the Georgian Society and to
identify some grant aid which, although not in the end required, did serve to reverse the City's disinterest and produce a sympathetic
planning application.
In 1977 the proposal to demolish the Countess of Huntington Chapel for a car park for the Guildhall provoked Nicholas Worsley, the
Society's Chairman, to form the City of Worcester Building Preservation Trust as the vehicle for an Appeal, a conservationdevelopment brief (which broadened to include the Elgar School of Music), a commissioned architect (Donald Buttress) and the
delivery of a highly ambitious conservation project. The Elgar School of Music was the first part of the overall scheme to be
operational in 1983. In 1985 Carol Bawden moved from being Appeal Director to Administrator and William Boughton and the
English String Orchestra made the Hall its home. A programme of concerts (e.g. 1990) was established which attracted major
performers including Simon Rattle and the Birmingham Contemporary Music Ensemble. Such projects require on-going support for
management, servicing of the building, event programming, and stewarding. All this has been provided over a 40 year span by a small
army of volunteers led between 1985 and the present by John Delmar.
Also in the air in 1978 were the redevelopment of Bridge Street and South Quay, a redesign of the Cathedral roundabout and plans for
a new bus station. In 1981 came the first appearance of the Centrovincial Scheme (Blackfriars/Bus Station), the largest proposed
development since the Lychgate. In 1982 outline plans were put to the County Council but were only shown to the public at the
Hylton Road Planning Offices. The Society argued that a response could not be given to an outline application when details were
essential for any meaningful response. It is astonishing in retrospect that such a casual planning process was deemed to be adequate.
The Society put great efforts into scrutinising a sequence of subsequent applications such as the detailed application in 1985 and
played a leading role through a dedicated team for every day of the Inquiry in 1987, when the Society was let down badly by some
national bodies withdrawing their objections, leaving the Society to fight alone.
The Society quite frequently reassesses its objectives, for example, in 1983 when James Buxton as Chairman asked Members through
the newsletter – “What sort of Civic Society do you want?” This may have been in the context of another recurring theme – a
Development Plan for Worcester. A Golden Lion development application in 1984 led to a six-day Inquiry the following year and an
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Inspector's Report which limited the degree of alterations to be allowed – a ruling not fully respected by the Planning Authority when
processing subsequent amending applications. At this time the WCS was concerned by the deteriorating condition of Lyppard
Grange. The Countess of Huntington Chapel needed another £400,000 but by now was attracting national funding. In 1985 when Bob
Durrant was in the Chair and Clive Collings was Vice Chair, the newsletter is concerned with the Warndon Extension Plan for an
industrial estate of 125 acres on green field site and a potential 5000 houses. (It is not clear from the newsletter if the Warndon Local
Plan for which the Society had been pressing was yet on the table.) Also to consider was a City Centre District Plan, a Lorry
Management Project (in which Worcester was to be one of three cities to take part) and the first public intimation from British
Waterways for the re-development of the Diglis Canal Basin.
In 1987, on a lesser level, there was a proposal to demolish the Mann Egerton (Austin) Garage on Castle Street, now the University's
Art House! In 1988 planning applications coming on stream included Reindeer Court, Trotshill Farm and consultants were appointed
to make a Riverside Study. In 1989 Anthony Glossop was Chair, Michael Hudson Vice Chair and Pat Goldney Secretary. The City
was thinking about adding to existing Conservation Areas with Claines, Canal, Lowesmoor, and Field Terrace. The Society
responded by suggesting making the whole of the City Centre rather than parts of it a CA because adjoining areas to these islands
were not and could not be protected otherwise. The consideration of relative impact of developments on CAs by planning
development has proved to be unpredictable and inevitably subjective. The WCS also proposed a Railway Conservation Area (Shrub
Hill). This was 30 years ago! The Society's appraisal of a City Waterfront Study was that it was too tourist-centred and too little
focussed on the needs of Worcester citizens, a view perhaps relevant to 2019. The major issue of 1989 was the Lyppard Grange
development involving a superstore, car park, library, police station and church restoration.
There is a long list of potential developments that were of concern in 1990: the Roman Homes scheme on Castle Street was
considered too dense by the Planning Department and this was upheld at appeal. Unit One, Deansway, was considered to be much
worse by the Society than previous schemes. There was a need for a planning brief for Lowesmoor Trading Estate. The proposal for
Warndon Court Farm, 16 homes with garage courts, conversion of most of the surviving buildings is described by the WCS as
“Tudorbethan suburbia”. In the absence of a planning brief, the Society is making its own proposals.

Richard Lockett

WORCESTER CIVIC SOCIETY 60TH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE
th

The WCS 60 Anniversary Conference will take place at
St Helen's Church, Fish Street, Worcester on Saturday 12
October 2019.
This conference is primarily an opportunity for members
of WCS to reflect on the evolution of WCS and its future.
The programme has been designed to illustrate the
many interests in the role of WCS.
There will be an array of speakers and also of displays
which will cover a variety of topics.
The speakers will be:
?
Joan Humble, the Chair of Civic Voice, who

understands the national profile and prospects for the
many local Civic Societies.
?
Local businessman Michael Hodges will speak about
revitalising derelict listed buildings and the associated
issues.
?
Will Scott will talk on his career in conservation with
Worcester City Council.
?
Helen and Simon Rea will present a review of the
works from their local architectural practice Glazzards.
?
Jim Panter, Trustee of Lasletts, and Jonathan Sutton
of St Paul's Night Shelter, will explain the plight of the
homeless.

Our own Dr Heather Barrett and Adrian Gurney will
?
address the City Masterplan and focus on transport.
?
Anthony Glossop, former Chairman of St Modwen,
will speak about the significant role of the company with
Worcester roots.
?
Finally, our own William Edmondson will offer his
vision of the future.
Displays are expected for some of the speakers. Invited
displays are offered to our President, David Birtwhistle,
and to local insect photographer Paul Beard. We may be
able to show a photograph of a sculpture of the Battle of
Gheluvelt from the Imperial War Museum. Iain
Rutherford has offered to share his researches into the
city personalities of the 1950s when WCS was formed.
Please attend. This is a major event for the Society and
we will need help on the day, first in setting up the room
with seating, loudspeakers, and displays; then during
the day, serving teas and coffees, and finally, clearing up
afterwards. If you can help even for a short while as part
of your attendance it would be much appreciated.
Please get in contact with Phil Douce.

David Hallmark
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Worcester
Civic Society
Planning Panel
Report:
Autumn 2019

Worcestershire Passenger Transport Strategy 2019-30
This document has recently been out for consultation,
and had the potential to provide another piece in the
jigsaw of Worcester's transport provision, dealing
principally with bus service provision. The Planning
Panel reviewed the document and overall our feeling was
that this was a rather bland and uninspiring document. It
largely just sets out County Council statutory obligations
and procedures for making decisions on priorities for
spending and does not really address current deficiencies
in public transport service and infrastructure provision, or
the significant challenges to be faced over the next 10
years with the proposed growth in housing and potential
for increased congestion.

City Centre Masterplan
Since my last newsletter report, the final version of the
City Centre Masterplan document has now been
approved by the Council and is available at
https://www.worcester.gov.uk/masterplan. Not much has
changed since the original consultation version, merely
some wording changes, revisions to parking numbers and
removal of immediate plans to extend Cripplegate Park
to the River.
We understand from the City that the Masterplan is an
'aspirational' document and that there will now be further
feasibility work to test out the viability of some of the
key development proposals. Whilst the Masterplan is an
informal, rather than statutory, planning document,
elements of it may go into the revised South
Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), as was the
case with the previous Masterplan document which
provided a foundation for proposals for the city centre in
the current SWDP document. We therefore need to keep
an eye on this and highlight where we think ideas need
amending and ensure proper scrutiny of the ideas.
To this end, panel members have continued to work on
ideas for each of the city's 'quarters' identified in the
Masterplan (Riverside, Shrub Hill/Canalside and Historic
Core). We have continued to develop our ideas for the
riverside; not having a cathedral footbridge; retaining and
enhancing public open space along the riverside at
Copenhagen Street and Croft Road and retaining
important views of the railway viaduct, with no dense
high-rise building development as proposed.
We have also developed ideas for the Shrub Hill/Canal
area, with ideas for improving traffic movement to and
around the area, ideas for canalside housing and mixed
use development and also ideas for the best site for a
transport interchange at Shrub Hill, with further
development ideas depending on whether Elgar House is
removed or not (we would hope the former eventually).
We intend to develop some images to support our ideas
and present these at the Society's Anniversary Event in
October.
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Key concerns we identified were the need to provide
more concrete detail in terms of key priorities and
strategies to achieve these, along with the need for
mechanisms for better partnership working between City
and County, and with commercial operators and
developers in terms of providing funding for
improvements and infrastructure development and
upgrades.
A key issue is the need to tackle city car parking and
revisit the idea of park and ride for the city and make it
work, as in other historic towns and cities we know
about! Centrally car parking needs to be reduced in
terms of numbers and made relatively more expensive to
enable park and ride to be attractive, along with
providing fast and reliable routes from sites to the centre
to encourage use. Equally, there is a need to develop a
comprehensive plan for the integration of services (in
terms of things such as tickets and timetables) and
improvement to the provision of interchange facilities, in
Worcester City centre particularly. We have made a
response to the document on behalf of the Society and
await the outcome of the consultation.

Heather Barrett
Chair, Planning Panel

Huddington History
Whilst researching a history of Huddington I came across two stories with some link to Worcester that I can
share. Huddington is a very small village about six miles from Worcester, and I live at Huddington Court
which was the home of the Wintour family, whose name is synonymous with the Gunpowder Plot.
Another link with Worcester is slightly tenuous but involves a priest named William Clark. In the master
bedroom at Huddington Court is scratched the message 'past cark, past care' (cark means hope) and it is
signed William Clerke. Clark had been accused in the Bye Plot along with another priest, William Watson.
The alleged plan was to kidnap the King and install his cousin, the Catholic Arabella Stuart, on the throne.
Clark sought refuge at Huddington in the summer of 1603 and was arrested in Worcester on 13 August. Why
he risked going there I do not know, but it was his end and he was executed at Winchester on 29 November.

Chris Edmondson

Mike Ridout Obituary
Members might have read in the newspapers of the untimely death of Mike Ridout, the former Treasurer of the
Worcester Civic Society. Mike died on 13 August while doing voluntary work in South Africa.
I met Mike when I arrived in Worcester to take up a teaching position at the Royal Grammar School. Mike was
the Head of the Geography Department, a position he held until he retired in 2014. He was also a member of
the school's Senior Management team.
While sitting at Sixways watching a rugby match before our 2014 AGM, I asked Mike whether he would
consider helping out the Civic Society by becoming its Treasurer. His response was immediate and positive. So
he stepped into his role as our Treasurer in January 2015 on the retirement of Christopher Mayfield. He handed
on his management of our accounts to Stephen Inman in July 2018.
In March this year Mike headed off to work for Voluntary Service Overseas, based at Klerksdorp, North-West
Province in South Africa. His most recent blog (11 August) had looked positively at his work encouraging head
teachers to introduce new strategies for improving literacy.
Mike was a keen cyclist. He had enjoyed, for example, cycling our AGM accounts for their annual audit with
Pat Finch over to Prickley Green, near Martley. On Tuesday 13 August he was knocked off his bicycle and
struck from behind by a car, in or near Klerksdorp. Unfortunately, the nearby hospital was unable to save his
life.
There will be a memorial service for Mike on Saturday 26 October, at I pm, in Perrins Hall at the Royal
Grammar School.
John Wickson
Honorary Secretary
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