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                                                                                            Stephen Inman 

Newsletter Editor: Cathy Broad

This copy of the newsletter contains brief 
summaries from the 60th anniversary 
conference held last October. We are in the 
process of putting together a book with 
complete talk details and all the exhibitions 
from the conference, but this has been delayed 
due to the need to rescue the archives from the 
Worcester News, which you can read about in 
another article in this issue.

Our next stage is to start sorting, as we really 
don't know at this stage what we actually 
have. This of course has been put on hold due 
to current circumstances and I am not sure 
when we can start this in earnest. I am 
working on conserving some of the many 
glass slides which we saved but there are 

many boxes to go through and each slide takes considerable time. Above is 
a front page from the Worcester Postman newspaper, dated December 1710, 
just one of the photographs we have managed to save from an old glass 
slide.

We will be looking for volunteers to help sort the paperwork and if you are 
interested please let me know. I already have several experienced volunteers 
including two qualified archivists and the services of the Sixth Form 
College photographic department when they return.

Long term we hope to be able to have much of these archives on display to 
the public. When sorted, some of the archives will need professional 
assistance and we will at that time hand it over. However, the aim is to 
make sure that all the archives remain available to the public, not locked 
away so that nobody can see it.

We are looking for a suitable building to house it all, and there are a number 
of such places in Worcester but to date nothing forthcoming. If any of you 
have any suggestions then again, please let me know.

I will keep you all updated as to our progress.
Phil Douce

Chairman
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Comments from the Past 
No. 1

As part of the exercise we are currently undertaking to save the Worcester News 
archives, I have found the two files of old newspaper cuttings about the Civic Society 
going back to the early 1950s.

As some of you know, the Civic Society has seldom seen eye to eye with the City 
Council and this was highlighted at our 60th Anniversary Conference last October 
when the presentation by one of the City's longest serving Conservation Officers was 
headed “DO NOT TALK TO THE CIVIC SOCIETY”, the message he was given on his 
first day at work, by the then Chief Planning Officer.

Among the cuttings were a large number emphasising the same message. In this first 
of a number of articles, I want to highlight two cuttings. The first, dated 11th March 
1976, is headed “Civic Society in row over conservation”. It goes on to say that the 
Council is under fire for allowing “prominent listed buildings to deteriorate through any 
proper policy for spending on conservation”. One of the councillors said “that the city's 
only slums are now the old listed buildings of supposed architectural and historical 
interest and that they should all be pulled down”.

The second sums up the Council's attitude perfectly. It is dated 8th November 1975 
and is headed “Backward Civic Society”. One of our so-called more prominent 
Councillors stated in a Council meeting that “Worcester Civic Society should go and 
take a jump in the river as far as he was concerned for all they do”. This was stated at 
a development committee meeting when he got a nodding agreement from some of 
the other members. One of the lady members then added “but they might kill the fish”. 
The Society was then accused of being a backward-looking society, rather than 
forward-looking and that it had an obsession with propping up old buildings rather than 
looking for land where people can live today.

With views like this, which still exist today in many of our current councillors, no 
wonder we have a battle on our hands and proves even more why we need a Civic 
Society.

If you are not a member, please consider joining us and helping us to save more of 
Worcester's heritage.

Phil Douce
Chairman
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ST PAUL’S WAR MEMORIAL
Several small displays were mounted around St Helen's church, illustrating a number 
of areas in which the Civic Society is interested.

This sculpture by Charles Jagger commemorates the Battle of Gheluvelt, fought on 31 
October 1914, when the Worcestershire Regiment was praised for winning the battle 
which “saved the Empire.” The original lies unseen in the storage vaults of the Imperial 
War Museum and ideally should be on show in Worcester.

The Church Tops of Worcester City is a painting by local resident, artist and author 
Michael Dames, whose written works include The Silbury Treasure and Spirits of 
Severn and whose paintings include Sabrina, the river deity of the River Severn.

SMALL DISPLAYS
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The Worcester History and Heritage 
Calendar is an emerging project first 
displayed at the conference and being 
co-ordinated by the efforts of Miriam 
Godfrey and her daughter Wendy Cook, 
both local authors and historians. The 
aim of the project is to have something 
related to Worcester to celebrate every 
day of the year. 
If members have any contributions to 
make, contact David Hallmark on 
davidjshallmark@gmail.com. 

Paul Beard is a wildlife photographer. 
This shot of a Common Clubtail 
Dragonfly is his best one, as it was the 
first time this dragonfly had been 
recorded on Laugherne Brook. The 
sighting has been added to the national 
database of Dragonfly records.  More 
images can be seen on Paul's website 
(https://www.natureworcs.co.uk/).

Glazzards architectural practice was established in 1971 by Worcester City personality 
Sid Glazzard who was active in the local community as a Councillor and many local 
community projects, which included the new boat club at Worcester Rowing Club and 
the new hotel beside the Worcestershire County Cricket Club. The practice is now run 
by Helen Rea and Simon Rea who have developed the range of projects which can be 
seen on their website (www.glazzards.com). The examples illustrate the scale and 
scope of their skills and clients and include in Worcester the present GTech Factory 
and Brindles Restaurant. They are known for being at the forefront of environmental 
design.

St Pauls Hostel was established in 1977 by the Worcester Council of Churches. The 
present building was finished in 1988 and offers 24-hour direct access for homeless 
people aged 16 or over. Their mission is “to help people live through homelessness.” 
The premises can accommodate 46 men and women. In 1991 the charity opened a 
facility in Bromyard Road for people trying to become drug and alcohol free. There is 
always a need for volunteers and donations.
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Michael is the M.D. of a company called Broadway Heritage Ltd., which is a property 
development company with two passions: sensitively rehabilitating period and 
architecturally interesting properties; and designing and building new, beautifully 
crafted homes.

As an award-winning restoration specialist, the company has built much of its 
reputation on the preservation and re-birth of some of Britain's unique and interesting 
residential properties. Re-imagining an historic building for contemporary living poses 
many challenges. Starting out with a clear vision, supported by an understanding of 

the functionality and facilities purchasers expect, 
Broadway works with the best designers and architects to 
ensure that every technical and aesthetic detail is 
considered.

Michael showed many examples of their work from across 
the country.

Putting Life Back into 
Underdeveloped Town Buildings

by Michael Hodges, Broadway Heritage Ltd.

Will thanked the Society for allowing him to be part of the Conference and said that the 
Civic Society had made him very welcome 41 years ago.

He explained that the title of his talk emanated from a memo to all the staff from the 
City Architect and Planning Officer who saw the Civic Society as the enemy. He 
however had decided to talk to anyone who knew about Worcester. 

He went on to detail his background before arriving in Worcester and then went on to 
talk about the successes and failures he had encountered during his working life.

In conclusion, he left us with two comments: 

To the CIVIC SOCIETY – keep going on all fronts. 
Who else will do it? Who else cares?

To the CITY – not only talk to the Civic Society, but listen 
to them, encourage them and work with them.

Do Not Talk to the 
Civic Society

by Will Scott



As most of you will know, the Worcester News has moved from its premises in Hylton 
Road to a building at the top of London Road. This is a much smaller building than 
their current one and they were told by NewsQuest, their owners, that they could take 
with them only a small portion of their archives. 

Worcester Civic Society were contacted by Mike Pryce 
who asked if there was anything we could do. This was 
in the middle of January. A team from the society went 
to look at what was involved and we found that there 
were 28 four drawer filing cabinets that would be binned 
if we did nothing. Fourteen volunteers spent several 
hours assembling 130 boxes and then emptying the 
drawers from the cabinets into these boxes.

A further problem was that all these boxes were on the first floor and we only had a 
small parcel lift to get them down into the loading bay. The following day the same 
team met again and we moved them to a temporary store at Grimley.

As part of this exercise, we found boxes and boxes of 
old photographic negatives and it was decided that 
these needed to be saved as well. It was decided that 
Grimley would not be suitable for storing these so 
thanks to a kind offer from Simon Gwillam at Cleggs 
Garage in Hallow, we have some of them stored there. 
We needed more storage and again by the generosity 
of two of our members we have found temporary 
storage for the rest.

Amongst all of this, we found some 130 boxes of old 
glass slides. A lot of them are damaged but if they are 
found to be of interest, I can repair them. As an 
example, I have printed of a copy of the front page of 
the Worcester Postman, an old Worcester newspaper 
dated 1710. We don't know what other gems we have 
until we have sorted them all. My initial guess is that we 
will have between 400,000 and 450,000 negatives. 

This, as you can see, will be a long project and we 
really do not know what we have, but at least it is safe 
and will not be “binned” as was the prospect for it all. 
We are going to need small groups of people to work 
through all of this. If you or any friends of yours can 
help, please let me know.

Phil Douce
Chairman
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Worcester News Archives



Horsehead nebula

Richard Lewis had been observing 
the stars in the dark skies above 
Suckley, north of the Malvern Hills, 
for over thirty years, but it was only 
after retirement in 2018 that he took 
up astronomical photography as a 
hobby. His images have been 
featured in the magazine Popular 
Astronomy, and a number were 
displayed at the Civic Society 
conference. Although he describes 
himself as a 'newcomer' to 
astronomical photography, 
Richard's images are truly stunning.
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Astronomical Photographs 
by Richard Lewis

Rosette nebula

North America Nebula  Triangulum spiral nebula



Worcester Civic Society Newsletter 9

Tudor House Museum
By Jim Panter

Jim presented the project for the restoration and revival of use for The Tudor House 
Museum, one of the most historic buildings in the City, which he and his wife Margaret 
and volunteers have adopted.

The objectives of the Charity are to use the building for educational activities available 
to all citizens of Worcester whatever their age. Since 2006 Tudor House has hosted 
237 classes in Activity Day and since 2007 over 6000 children have attended 
Education Days. 

Tudor House has been awarded a number of times for its excellence, including West 
Midlands Museum Development Volunteer Awards and Arts Council England grant and 
HLF grant for the Lost Stories Project.

Jim outlined the challenges to remain an attractive place 
to visit and to improve visitor facilities and upgrade to 
modern museum standards. There were some immediate 
priorities to restore the Tudor ceiling and improve the 
displays of clothiers' artefacts and redecorate the 
Heritage Room.

Jim expressed his optimism for the future for this historic 
building.

Rebuilding Public Confidence 
in the Planning System Through Participation

By Joan Humble, Chair of Civic Voice

Joan's talk centred on the recent increased participation between councils and local 
groups, such as civic societies, heritage groups, Conservation Area Advisory Groups, 
and architectural groups.

She went on to say that across the board, many councils are suffering from the 
inability to recruit planning and conservation officers, and have been turning to these 
local groups for help.

There are now some 256 groups working with local authorities and 98% of civic 
societies now respond to planning applications on a monthly basis.

Seventy percent of societies want a more formal role in planning and 78% of civic 
societies say that they are dealing with more planning 
applications than twelve months ago.

A Civic Voice survey has shown that in the current 
planning system central government has 43% of the 
power, house builders have 40%, local government has 
11%, and community groups 4%. There is a need for a 
more balanced playing field. Civic Voice is pushing hard to 
achieve this balance.



Redman Heenan and St Modwen's impact
on the development of Worcester

Redman Heenan was formed in 1968 when Redman Tools (“Redman”) acquired the Heenan Group  
(“Heenan”), which  had come to Worcester in 1903, acquiring the former Worcester Wagon Works 
building at Shrub Hill. Redman had come in 1947, acquiring Barkers Brick Works at Gregory's Bank. 
Both firms prospered and by 1968 Heenan occupied the whole of the Shrub Hill site together with 
premises to the west of the canal, and Redman occupied a substantial factory at Gregory's Bank and 
premises nearby.

From 1972 there was a period of rationalisation with various smaller sites being sold, acquisitions at 
Blackpole and Gregory's Bank and the creation of Shrub Hill Industrial Estate.

In the 1980s Redman Heenan struggled and after selling all its engineering businesses became in 
1986 a property business, known as St Modwen Properties, which has managed and developed 
Redman Heenan's existing properties and acquired and developed a number of new sites around the 
city.

Anthony Glossop

Worcester Wagon Works, Shrub Hill, acquired by Heenan in 1903 and still owned by St Modwen
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Housing developed by St Modwen at Gregory's Bank on the former Redman factory site

Nunnery Park, a St Modwen commercial development Weogoran Park, a St Modwen residential development

Broomhall Business Park, a future St Modwen development



12 Worcester Civic Society Newsletter

Worcester City Centre Master Plan 
Riverside Proposals July 2019

By Heather Barrett and Adrian Gurney

Adrian explained there are some proposals on the Riverside development which we 
consider particularly damaging.

The Consultants see this area as one needing more city centre type uses: bars, up-
market housing and hotel.

Croft Road is earmarked for a hotel and multi-storey car park –  two very large 
structures in front of the viaduct and a marina with café/visitor centre out on the river. 
Instead, what people have been saying is that a large green space by the river would 
be important in enabling more activities and public events to be held. Adrian showed 
how the impact of the proposals will affect significantly the quality of iconic views of the 
City.

Heather introduced the Transport Plan and began with an historical analysis from 1946 
through the 1960s and 1970s to the Local Transport Plan 2018 to 2030. A cartoon 
reminded that “it is impossible to build your way out of congestion”. The Travel 
Management Demand (TDM) toolbox set out parking management, supporting 
commercial bus services, cycling and walking investment and behaviour change 
programmes.
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Goldsmith Street, Norwich
Goldsmith Street, by Mikhail Riches Architects, is an award-winning project, providing 
affordable (rented) housing in the centre of Norwich. In his talk on the project, Frazer 
Bufton – Architect and Director of Worcester-based Lett + Sweetland Architects – 
argued that far from representing the high-water mark for housing design, the 2019 
Stirling Prize-winning project, should instead be regarded as a benchmark against 
which future projects are measured. 

Frazer contested that far from meeting the aspirations of Goldsmith Street, too often 
housing, particularly social housing, offers little more than the faceless mediocrity of 
the pattern book, with the relentless quest for ever greater numbers seemingly taking 
precedence over the creation of any sense of context or place making. Goldsmith 
Street represents what can be achieved when an enlightened client works closely with 
an architect and contractor to develop and deliver a shared vision, in which they have 
a genuine and long-term stake.

Frazer Bufton
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WORCESTER THEN AND NOW
A most interesting display was put up by Digibox Camera Club, showing images of old 
Worcester merged with modern Worcester, often with very startling results.  

Friar Street

Tram in St John's, 
waiting to turn right onto Bransford Road

Pump Street

St John’s Milk Bar

The Shambles

The Cross Trams
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With the challenge of trying to determine the Civic Society's future, I regressed to 
asking questions such as what has the Society done to reach sixty years and what can 
we learn from the past to ensure the Society survives another sixty years. Going down 
this path led to me to discuss what our true purpose was and how we can stand firm to 
that purpose so that we do not fade into obscurity – an obscurity that many civic 
societies all across the country are facing and, sadly, as a result, are closing down. 

I discussed openly how I feel civic societies all over the country are facing identity 
crises, with members not knowing what they are there to do anymore. I reflected on 
my own personal experience of once trying to explain what the Civic Society does but 
just being unable to sum it up. This brought me back round to the future and what sort 
of future the Civic Society wants for itself. Do we continue to slam our head against the 
door of the Guildhall or do we get out there? Do we re-establish ourselves as the third 
pillar of society? Or fade away like many of our counterparts across the country? I 
reiterate how I was not giving any solutions to these topics but merely exploring what 
the unknowing future may hold for us. 

To finish off I ended on a high note. I expressed great enthusiasm about the Society's 
recent strives and achievements. I spoke highly of further achievements to come and I 
carried home the point that we are the first line of defence against a cold and brutal 
local government. Civic societies are just as important as they have always been and it 
is up to us in the present to ensure the future.

The Future of 
Worcester Civic Society 

                                                By William Edmondson
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