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President: David Birtwhistle
Vice-President: Stephen Inman
Chairman: Phil Douce
Vice-Chairman: David Hallmark

By the time you read this, we will hopefully have started work sorting the
Worcester News Archives that were rescued earlier this year. We have a
number of volunteers who have expressed a wish to help, but if any of you
are interested, please contact me.
Many of you will have seen the recent government changes to the planning
system, which will now see homes ‘automatically’ approved and which
would see the end of local control. Under the new rules, developers would
be able to build homes on ‘growth’ sites without the need for Council
approval. The government reason that this would speed up building.
Unfortunately, the housing secretary Robert Jenrick mis-understood the
issue. The problem is that over 90% of planning applications get approved
in the stated time scales but the developers sit on the approval for years
before starting work. We had a great example of this a few years ago when
a developer who was criticised for not starting work, went on site, laid five
bricks and then stated he had started. Nothing then happened for the next 18
months.
You will see later in this edition, a tribute by our Vice-President, Stephen
Inman, to Nevill Swanson who for many years was an active member of the
Civic Society. Even when he could no longer take part in the activities, he
would regularly send me emails with articles he thought I would be
interested in. We will all miss Nevill.
Finally, many thanks to all of you who have continued to support the
Society during the last few months. We have not been able to hold events,
but hopefully we will have a full programme for next year, thanks totally to
the work of our Programme Secretary/Publicity Officer, Jan Scrine.

Hon Treasurer: Stephen Inman

Phil Douce
Chairman

Hon Secretary: John Wickson
Membership Secretary: Michael McCurdy
Publicity Officer: Jan Scrine
Chair of Planning Panel: Dr. Heather Barrett
Chair of Projects Panel: William Edmondson
Chairs of Programme Panel: David Saunders
Stephen Inman
Newsletter Editor: Cathy Broad
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You can contact Michael on:- 01905 353438
or at:- wrcivicsocietymem@yahoo.com

Comments from the Past
No. 2
Following on from the last newsletter, I thought it might be of interest to know that although
last October we celebrated the 60th anniversary of Worcester Civic Society, in fact the Society
was set up in 1951.
In 1953, at the Annual General Meeting, a decision was taken to close down the Society as
there ‘had been no support from the City Council’. The headline in the Worcester News dated
29th April 1953 was that Worcester Civic Society may close down through ‘Lack of cooperation by the City Council’.
Mr R.S. Hallmark considered it most significant that none of the council members that had
been co-opted onto the various committees had bothered to attend.
This is still a problem today in that a Council member who is supposedly part of the
Conservation Area Panel has failed to attend a meeting in the last two years.
On 7th January 1978, the Society was accused of ‘meddling’ in the planning process. The lady
mentioned in the last newsletter regarding ‘killing the fish’ again had words to say. She said
that she was furious about the whole affair and that she would make public that the Civic
Society have ‘no powers at all’.
It still goes on today!!!
Phil Douce
Chairman
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Freedom of the City
The 267th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery was the second military unit to be honoured with the
Freedom of the City of Worcester. This was granted in 1964, in commemoration of the unit's
centenary. Unfortunately, the regiment did not last much longer, being disbanded only five
years later.
The regiment was born in August 1864, as the 67th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, when a
public meeting held at the Guildhall passed a resolution to raise a voluntary artillery corps. The
unit set up base in Infirmary Walk and soon grew to twelve batteries covering the whole county.
The 67th fought in the Boer War, and participated in the funeral of Queen Victoria and the
coronation of Edward VII. Over the years, as the Territorial Army has undergone
reorganisation, there have been several amalgamations with other units from the Midlands, with
their attendant changes of name and renumberings, along with several periods of suspended
animation. In its various incarnations, the regiment saw service at the Somme, Ypres, Dunkirk,
Anzio, Palestine and Syria.
According to a report in Berrow’s Journal of September 4, 1964, on the previous Saturday, 29
August 1964, 150 officers and men paraded outside the Guildhall in Worcester. The mayor, the
High Sheriff, councillors and aldermen walked in ceremonial robes, followed by military
dignitaries. Watched by a crowd of several hundred people, the Mayor took the salute, then
addressed the spectators. In his speech, he noted that the grant of the Freedom of the City was
given 'in commemoration of their centenary and as a permanent recognition of their outstanding
achievements in many fields of action'. He went on to say 'We earnestly pray that the regiment's
activities may long and successfully be directed to maintaining peace with honour and that the
ties uniting the regiment with the city will be further strengthened by the history we are making
here today.’
The Town Clerk then read the citation on the Freedom scroll, which was presented in a silver
casket. The regiment's colonel replied that 'Worcester is always looked upon as home and … we
have always been known as the Worcester gunners.' Echoing Winston Churchill, he called the
presentation their 'finest hour'. After the ceremony the regiment paraded along the High Street,
'with guns and band playing', as permitted in the freedom citation. The Mayor took the salute,
before hosting a buffet reception in the Guildhall. The entire ceremony took two hours and the
High Street was closed to traffic to allow for the parade.
Sadly, the regiment's history was coming to an end. Three years later the 267th was
amalgamated with the 7th Battalion Worcestershire Regiment, to form the Worcestershire
Territorial Regiment Royal Artillery. Two years after that it was disbanded. A permanent
reminder of its achievements may be seen in the City Museum, where the Freedom scroll is on
display in the Worcestershire Soldier gallery.
Cathy Broad
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Sarah Siddons Plaque
After two years of delay in the process due to pressure from the
City planners to change the location, and having been forced to
apply for Listed Building Consent, the plaque commemorating
Sarah Siddons has been installed on the location originally
chosen by the sponsors, ‘Worcester Walkers’ on the façade of the
Costa café in the High Street.
The plaque was ‘unveiled’ by the City Mayor, Jo Hodges, and the
Civic Society President David Birtwhistle on the afternoon of
August 12th. The event was covered by the Worcester News and
Berrow's Journal.
Sarah Siddons was a Welsh-born English actress who was a member of the Kemble acting
dynasty. She made her debut at the barn used as a theatre in the yard of the King's Head tavern
opposite the Worcester Guildhall in the 1770s. She would become a national celebrity acting on
the stages of London and in major provincial cities of Britain, including Birmingham, Leeds,
Bristol, Bath, Manchester and Dublin. She was especially known for her portrayal of Hamlet, a
role she first played in Worcester in 1775, and continued to play for over thirty years. She
became (in David Birtwhistle's words) ‘The rock star of her age’. Sarah died in 1831 in
London, where her funeral attracted a crowd of 5000.
David Saunders
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The Shakespeare Café
Civic Society members might recall The Shakespeare
Café, which was located in the High Street where the
travel agency Trailfinders now stands. I became
acquainted with the building in 2005, in my capacity
as a Conservation Officer with Worcester City
Council, when it was being converted into a mobile
phone shop.
The basement had been locked up for many years and
simply forgotten. It truly was like walking back in
time. The original tiles, benches, gent's toilets with
solid oak doors and brass handles, lead pipes to the
taps and urinals were all perfectly preserved, and should still be in situ today.
This former house is listed as having ‘probably C17
origins with later additions and alterations including
those c1750; those of c1921 by L.L. Bussault of
Newall Street, Birmingham for The Shakespeare
Café…’.
There doesn't appear to be much information on
Bussault, but perhaps this is merely a misprint for
Dussault. There was an architect named L.L. Dussault,
who designed the Imperial Picture Palace, in Moseley
Road, Birmingham, which opened in 1914.

Seating in the basement of the Café, photographed in
2005.

He was also the architect of the Palladium Theatre, initially opened in 1911 as the Hockley
Picture House, and known as the Palladium
from 1922. Many records for Dussault,
(presumably Bussault) are held at The
Shakespeare Trust, for houses and cottages by
Smith and Unett, builders, of Stratford-uponAvon.
Leonard Ludwig Dussault was born in 1880 in
Moseley, the son of a prosperous merchant,
Ludwig Alexander Dussault.
He attended Birmingham School of Art and was
articled to Newton and Cheatle.

From the Worcester official Handbook. The artist was LL Bussault
who carried out alterations to the café in 1921. This was also the
pie shop that King George III and Queen Charlotte visited in 1788,
bought and ate pies. The cook’s house still survives in Henwick
Road today.
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He had an independent practice from 1906 in
Newhall Street, Birmingham, then in Arden
Close, Tanworth-in-Arden.

He was especially prolific with Arts and
Crafts cottages, and appears to have
worked on many projects with Smith and
Unett. Dussault died in 1943 in Stratford.
The stained glass windows in the café
were designed by B J Warren, and
executed by The Shottery Guild.
It has proved equally difficult to find any
additional information about either.
Were they local or Birmingham based?
Signature to the stained glass windows to the street front window at
first floor.

In 1790 this building was a toy shop run by May
Wilson; by 1796 it was a bakery run by Mrs Mary
Nelmes who became 'pastry cook to their Majesties'
following a visit to Worcester by George III in 1788.
In 1815 it was Henry Mountford's bakery and in 1861 it
had become Samuel Hooper Mountford's 'Grand
Luncheon and Dining Rooms'.
In 1885 John Gee sold glass and china here and in 1921
it became The Shakespeare Café, for which alterations
were made to the façade.
Because of the closure of libraries
and archives due to the
coronavirus pandemic, it has not
been possible to complete the
necessary research on the Shottery
Guild.
Hopefully, when life returns to
what used to be normal, I might
be able to finally solve this
mystery.
Carl Jukes
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Astronomical
Photographs
Edward
Locke
- Potter
by Richard Lewis

Back in 2013, a huge development at Sherriff Gate, on
Newtown Road to the east of the Shrub Hill tunnel, was
announced to a great fanfare in the press – the grand
project anticipated more than 600 homes alongside an 80bed elderly care village, cinema, bowling alley, ice
skating rink, retail, eateries, a 96-bed hotel, gym, offices
and a multi-storey carpark which would partly service the
railway station.The developers were asked to include a
derelict red-brick building and agreed it would form a
focus for Stage One, the six-storey flats and car-park off
Williamson Road.
This building was designed and constructed in 1896, for
Worcester Parian and China Works, the vision of Edward
Walter Locke, to make fine china accessible to the middle
classes.

Frontage of the Locke factory

Edward Walter Locke was born in 1829. His family worked in the china businesses that were developing in the
city; his mother died when he was fifteen and his father, a kilnsman at Chamberlains, married again. ‘Worcester
Porcelain’ was a generic name applied to the products of Flight & Barr's Royal Porcelain Works (later managed
by Kerr & Binns) and also to both Chamberlain's and Grainger's factories.
Despite his working class upbringing, young Edward Walter (EWL) learned to read and write
as a scholarnebula
at St
Horsehead
Peter's Sunday School; he undertook an apprenticeship with Royal Worcester Porcelain at Graingers, although
he appears to have left shortly before the seven years was completed in 1851, apparently to gain some
experience in the Potteries at Stoke on Trent. Within two years he was at the Kerr & Binns factory, one of three
employees working on pieces for the Dublin Great Exhibition; he was designing shapes for the Dessert Service
based on A Midsummer Night's Dream. He was obviously a very competent technologist as well as a
knowledgeable artist, an advocate of “pate sur pate”, using coloured liquid clays on parian, rather than oil-based
enamels.
By 1860, he had become a foreman at Graingers which had merged with Kerr & Binns, and was attending
classes at The Worcester Government School of Art. He was sent as a representative to the International
Exhibition in Vienna in 1873 and was invited to visit the Meissen works at Dresden, which he diligently
recorded on his return.
In 1854 he had married Catherine Mary Lamb. Nine of their ten children survived and three of the daughters
were employed in the china trade; in the 1891 census, Kate too was working for Graingers, as an artist at the
age of 18.
However, contemporary reports on the conditions at Graingers were not favourable – it was described in the
Worcester Chronicle as having a very low moral atmosphere. Graingers sold out to the Royal Worcester
Porcelain Co in 1889; the first royal warrant had been granted by George lll in 1789.
A good geologist and outstanding botanist, EWL was particularly interested in church architecture and greatly
enjoyed music; living in St John's, he sang with the Worcester Glee Club and was a member of the Harmonic
Society which preceded the Festival Choral Society; he assisted at the Cathedral and at St George's when Elgar
was the organist. Also being active in the Conservative Association and a founder of the St John's Working
Men's Club, he made a number of influential friends
This stood him in good stead when in 1895, at the age of 66, he bought three acres of land by Newtown Road
and with several partners, designed and had built a twelve bay factory, of red brick with a tiled roof. The ground
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floor of the main building consisted of offices, Printing Room,
Potting Shop and stock-rooms, all with wood block floors; upstairs
was the Principal's office and excellent well-lighted showrooms.
The Moulding Shop, Modelling Shop, Decorating Room, Dipping
House, Sagger House and other production facilities were located in
another building.
EWL's ambition was to provide the opportunity for the newly
affluent middle classes to possess the beautiful items being
produced in bone china and he attracted high calibre artists
including W & A Stinton, JHL Lewis, Bach, Ross, and H Wall, as
well as his own daughters.

Early Locke backstamp

By all accounts, he treated his employees well. However, the market for high quality expensive products was
beginning to fall away; his younger colleague and friend from Kerr & Binns, James Hadley, had been working
freelance supplying intricately worked models to the Royal Worcester Porcelain Co, but the latter cut off his
contract in 1895. Afterwards, for a year or so he occupied part of Locke's Newtown Road factory, while
building his own in Diglis.
Worse was to befall Locke & Co. In 1901, Royal Worcester Porcelain took umbrage that Locke's were
including the word 'Worcester' in their backstamps. In 1902, the case went to the High Court where the judge
found against Locke's and ordered them to change their backstamp, which
then read Shrub Hill Works, Worcester. This seems a somewhat pernicious
judgement, since Worcester was the long-term home of EWL and his family
and Royal Worcester had been incorporated only in 1862. The judgement was
also extended to Hadley's.
EWL himself funded £500 of damages to RWP – bringing the case had cost
them over £2,800. Sadly, this marked the beginning of the demise of the
business. EWL retired in 1903 and moved to Malvern; his wife was suffering
from a heart complaint and they both died in April 1909.
Manufacture turned towards the smaller pieces that were being bought by the
many people now able to visit the seaside and other towns, by train or
charabanc. These were still beautifully made, often from the blush ivory china
in which Locke's excelled, but competition was intense. E W Locke's
youngest son, Francis Courtney Locke, had joined the business in
Shrub Hill backstamp
administrative functions and
representation, but in 1905 he married a Yorkshire lass and they emigrated
to America, where he set up another china business. One son joined the
Army, the other and the three remaining daughters all became teachers.
By 1909 the business was in poor financial condition and went into
receivership in 1914. The premises were auctioned as a going concern and
were bought by Ebenezer Baylis the Printers, who stripped out the
equipment and rented the premises to a button manufacturer. In 1924
Worcester Corporation purchased the factory to ‘convert it into flats or
tenements for the Working Classes who are in urgent need of
accommodation’ which lasted until 1937. The site has more recently
served as a small business park. Today the buddleia adds colour but the
building is boarded up. What will be its future as part of Phase One of the
Sherriff Gate Development?
Jan Scrine

A Locke pot pourri

Principal source: ‘Edward Walter Locke – Master Potter 1829 – 1909’ – Tom & Lillian Willis, 2009.
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Worcester History and Heritage Calendar
The WCS Anniversary Conference in
2019 featured the first public revelation
of the project to create a Worcester
History and Heritage Calendar.
David Hallmark introduced the concept.
Local historians Wendy Cook and her
mother Miriam Godfrey and their friend
Linda Griffin have pushed the project
forward. Their researches have begun
with their collection of local history
books; the quest for material from
others has been started and responses
are welcomed.
The Bishop has provided the years of
his predecessors but not the precise
dates.

Close-up showing entries in detail

There are several events with years but without the dates, but an entry has been made and one day we hope to
identify the correct dates. First Paige of Malvern and Worcester have provided a template which is about one
metre square to accommodate the 365 days, and already the details are being entered.
We are now able to show the emerging first provisional version and want to share with others so that a more
extensive edition can be ready for the Christmas market.
What a wonderful annual Christmas gift this will be for local history enthusiasts and we hope each year to be
able to add more data, and to be able to print a version for display and sale at suitable locations. We will need
and welcome sponsors whose logos and names can adorn the fringes of the calendar. More news anon.
David Hallmark

Worcester History and Heritage Calendar
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Nevill Swanson
We are sad to report that Nevill Swanson,
who had been an enthusiastic member of our
Society for many years, died on 11th July,
aged 82. He married Angela in 1967 and had
three children but was widowed some five
years ago.
Nevill had served on our Executive as
Publicity Officer for several years, a role for
which he was eminently suited with his
excellent skills in written English and ability
to take in technical detail and then
communicate that to others. He was a quiet
and softly spoken individual – gifted as well
in making the classic English understatement
or well-timed diplomatic remark if it were
ever needed.
Nevill (his mother's maiden surname) was born in Bexleyheath, though his ancestors came from the far north of
Scotland – Thurso in Caithness. He was bright as a child and was educated first at the King's School at
Canterbury, from where he went up to Oxford to read chemistry. His studies led him to a career in metallurgy
with a series of firms on the sales and marketing side. It was an appointment with GKN Steelstock in
Kidderminster that brought him to Worcestershire, a place he grew to love and admire. He later worked as
European sales manager for the US firm Ransom and Randolph, from which grew his ability to speak fluent
French and good German.
Having retired, he then embarked on a second career as a hotel reviewer and inspector for Condé Nast
Johansens Hotels – a dream job for many people of being able to stay in the most wonderful places within the
UK in exchange for a fair but critical review.
Nevill was a great supporter of the Worcester Twinning Association and assiduously cultivated all of the links
that developed over the past 30 years or more with Kleve, Le Vesinet, Worcester (Mass. USA), Vernon
(Normandy) and Ukmerge (Lithuania).
His main interests in life were a love of English ale and cricket. A story was told at his funeral that he was a
member of the Lamb and Flag pub cricket team although he might often drink more pints after the game than
he scored runs during the game!
It was sad that in the last year of his life he should suffer from a number of medical conditions which eventually
claimed his life. Having been a near neighbour of mine in Barbourne, I can vouch personally for many of the
undoubted qualities that he possessed, including his dry wit and wide general knowledge.
We were privileged that he had asked that all donations made on the occasion of his funeral should go to the
Worcester Civic Society. We are extremely grateful both for that thought and the generosity of those who have
donated.
Stephen Inman
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